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I.
Executive Summary

Awareness of, and concern for, homeless people has far outstripped our knowledge of the issue. The range and severity of the issues surrounding homelessness has yet to be fully understood. 

This preliminary report is meant to increase our knowledge about those homeless persons who have been living in the East San Gabriel Valley, either on the streets or in facilities that serve them. In particular, this report is meant to answer the primary question "How Many Homeless People Are There In The East San Gabriel Valley On Any Given Day" which is answered in the pages below.

Other questions concerning gender, ethnicity, age, family composition and city of origin are also answered.

As previously noted, the primary purpose of the count was to find out how many people were homeless on any given day. Preliminary results reveal a number of Key Findings which include:

· There are approximately 2,703 adults and children in the region who are homeless every day;

· Of the 2,703 individuals, more than one in five (22.8%) are children;
· Of the 2,703, one third (33.9%) are persons in families;

· Of the 2,703 homeless people living in the East San Gabriel Valley, more than two out of every three adults (68%) state that their last address was within an East San Gabriel 
II.
Background

This report was commissioned by the East San Gabriel Valley Consortium on Homelessness and the City of Covina. The East San Gabriel Valley Consortium on Homelessness is a coalition representing over thirty public and private social service providers, city governments and municipal agencies committed to implementing a region-wide continuum of care system for homeless individuals and families.

The Institute for Urban Research and Development, a nonprofit community-based research and social service agency, organized the count process and prepared this preliminary report. A sub-committee of the ESGV Homeless Consortium led an effort to coordinate a street-based and service-based point-in-time count of homeless individuals and families throughout the region on February 3rd, 2003. 
The sub-committee agreed to roughly define the target area for the count by identifying the cities and unincorporated communities in the region that bordered or fall within the following boundaries: the 605 Freeway on the west, the 57 Freeway on the east, the 210 Freeway on the north and the 60 Freeway on the south. This resulted in the inclusion of the following cities and communities in the count process: Azusa, Baldwin Park, Covina, Diamond Bar, El Monte, Glendora, Hacienda Heights, Industry, Irwindale, La Puente, Pomona, Rowland Heights, San Dimas, South El Monte, Walnut and West Covina. Over 75 service providers along with city staff and officials from the target communities participated in the homeless count process. The findings of these efforts can be found in section IV. Key Findings.

III.
Methodology

The methodology of the count was designed to find out how many people were homeless in the East San Gabriel Valley on any given day. The first question that was asked of each adult encountered was as follows: "Are you homeless today?" If the person said "yes", he/she was counted as homeless. 

The Task Force agreed to use the following Department of Housing and Urban Development definition for homeless: 

"A person is considered homeless only when he/she resides in one of the places described below:

a. in places not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, and abandoned buildings;

b. in an emergency shelter;

c. in transitional or supportive housing for homeless persons who originally came from the streets or emergency shelter."

Counters recorded the initials, gender, ethnicity, year of birth, and state born of each individual adult that they encountered during the count. This information was then used to code each person. For example, the first homeless person that was encountered had a code of "WTMW1957CA”. This means that this person's first name began with "W", his last name began with "T", he was male "M", he was White "W", and was born in 1957 in the state of California. 

The coding method was used in order to prevent duplication. Thus, if the person was encountered again during the count staff members established the same code. However, this person was only counted once in the final tally. 

IV.
Key Findings

The following key findings focus on the total number of homeless persons on any given day in the East San Gabriel Valley including number of adults and children, gender, ethnicity, age, household composition and city of origin.

Key Finding 1:

· There were 2,703 unduplicated homeless adults and children counted as homeless on February 3rd, 2003.
Key Finding 2: 

· Of the 2,703 unduplicated homeless persons, 22.8% were children;

Key Finding 3: 

· Of the 2,703 unduplicated homeless persons, 77.2% were adults;

Key Finding 4:

· Of the 2,087 unduplicated homeless adults, 35.9% were women;

Key Finding 5:

· Of the 2,087 unduplicated homeless adults, 64.1% were men;

Key Finding 6:

· Of the 2,087 unduplicated homeless adults, 40.3% were Latino, 36.1% were White, 16.5% were African American, 2.4% were Native American or Alaskan Native, 2% were Asian/Pacific Islanders and 2.8% were identified as other. 

Key Finding 7:

· Of the 2,087 unduplicated homeless adults, 14.5% had children living with them.
Key Finding 8:

· Of the 2,703 unduplicated homeless persons counted, 33.9% were members of families.

Key Finding 9:
· Of the 2,087 unduplicated homeless adults living in East San Gabriel Valley today, 67.7% identified their last home address was within an East San Gabriel Valley city.
V.
Demographics

This section contains specific demographic information about the 2,087 unduplicated homeless adults encountered for this study. As noted above, in order to create an identifier to avoid duplication, information about gender, ethnicity, year born and state born was recorded for adults encountered and used as part of the identifier. Identifier information for this study was only collected from adults encountered.
However, the collection of the identifier information also allows for some demographic analysis. Such analysis includes gender, ethnicity, and age. Additionally, for demographic purposes, information about family status and city of residency was collected to provide for further demographic analysis. What follows are the preliminary results of the analysis.

A.
Gender
More than one out of every three homeless adults counted was female (35.9%), however, the majority of adults counted were male (64%). Gender was not recorded for children.

Table 1. Gender

	
	Number
	Percent

	Women
	749
	35.9

	Men
	1,338
	64.1

	Total:
	2,087
	100%


B.
Ethnicity 

Two out of every five homeless adults counted were Latino (40.3%) representing the largest ethnic group counted. Latinos were followed closely by Whites (36.1%) representing more than one third of the adults counted. African Americans (16.5%) represented the bulk of the remaining adult population counted while Native Americans (2.4%) and Asian/Pacific Islanders (2%) combined represented less than five percent of adults counted. 
Table 2. Ethnicity

	
	Number
	Percent

	African American
	344
	16.5

	Asian
	42
	2.0

	Latino
	841
	40.3

	Native American
	50
	2.4

	White
	754
	36.1

	Other
	58
	2.8

	Total:
	2,087
	100%


C.
Age

Nearly two-thirds of the adult population counted was between the ages of 30 and 49. The largest percent (38.6%) of adults were between ages 40 – 49 followed by adults between ages 30 - 39 (26.4%). Almost one out of every five adults counted was over the age of 50 (19.8%). 
Table 3. Age

	
	Number
	Percent

	Under 21
	79
	3.8

	22-29
	234
	11.2

	30-39
	551
	26.4

	40-49
	806
	38.6

	50-59
	309
	14.6

	60-64
	54
	2.6

	65+
	54
	2.6

	Total:
	2,087
	100%


D. Marital Status
An overwhelming majority of the homeless adults counted were single (83.3%).
Table 4. Marital Status

	
	Number
	Percent

	Single
	1,738
	83.3

	Married
	349
	16.7

	Total:
	2,087
	100%


E. Household Composition

Almost one out of every seven (14.5%) homeless adults counted identified that they had children living with them today.
Table 5. Household Composition

	
	Number
	Percent

	Adults With No Children Living With Them
	1,784
	85.5

	Adults With Children Living With Them
	303
	14.5

	Total:
	2,087
	100%


Homeless adults counted identified 616 children under the age of 18 years old living with them today. The number of children counted represents more than one out of every five (22.8%) homeless people counted. 
Table 6. Number of Children in Household

	Number of children in household
	Total # of children
	Percent

	1
	105
	17

	2
	212
	34.4

	3
	153
	24.8

	4
	96
	15.5

	5
	40
	6.4

	6
	12
	1.9

	Total:
	616
	100%


Thus, a combined total of 919 adults and children were identified who were members of homeless families, representing more than one out of every three (33.9%) people counted. 

F. Residency

More than two out of every three homeless adults living in the East San Gabriel Valley today identified that their last address was in a city within the East San Gabriel Valley. 

Table 7. City of Last Address

	
	Number
	Percent

	City outside East San Gabriel Valley
	674
	32.3

	City within East San Gabriel Valley
	1,413
	67.7

	Total:
	2,087
	100%


More than two-thirds of the homeless adults who identified their last address in a city within the East San Gabriel Valley were from Pomona (37.8). Almost one of every six adult identified came from El Monte (15.5) and another one of every six came from the cities of West Covina and Covina (15.2).
Table 8. City of Last Address within the East San Gabriel Valley

	
	Number
	Percent

	Azusa
	119
	8.4

	Baldwin Park
	57
	4.0

	Covina
	102
	7.2

	El Monte
	219
	15.5

	Glendora
	73
	5.2

	La Puente
	126
	8.9

	Pomona
	534
	37.8

	West Covina
	113
	8.0

	Other E.S.G.V. Communities
	70
	5.0

	Total:
	1,413
	100


The question as posed on the survey does not factor in other residency ties to East San Gabriel Valley cities such as growing up, attending school, previously or presently working or having family members living in the region.
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