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The meeting opened with a brief introduction by Anne Lansing and the reading of a welcome letter from Mayor Bill Bogaard.  The meeting was then turned over to Dr. Joseph Colletti, Executive Director of the Institute for Urban Research & Development (IURD), the consultants for the 10-Year Strategy to End Homelessness.  Dr. Colletti introduced the topics that will be covered over the next 11 months, and introduced the subject of this and the next 2 meetings, families and individuals who are at-risk-to-homelessness.

Dr. Colletti then opened the discussion to those in attendance.  Attendees were invited to propose findings about issues that may contribute to households being at risk-to-homelessness in the community, and were told that they would be making recommendations later in the meeting about possible solutions to the identified issues.

Natalie Profant Komuro asked that there be clarification of what different kinds of problems cause homelessness.   

Andy Bales identified 2 issues he has dealt with recently: predatory lending and an aggressive condominium board.  

Frank Clark stated that Ecumenical Council sees families cyclically, according to economic downturns.  

An attendee asked if there was any information about the number of doubled up families in Pasadena.  

Youth being emancipated from the foster care system and seniors were identified as particularly vulnerable populations.  Lack of discharge planning and cuts in prescription drug programs were identified as 2 issues that cause these populations to be at-risk-to-homelessness.

Systemic problems that will hit poor people hard were identified as a major issue.  State budget cuts may result in a reduction in or end to General Relief.

Welfare reform and the time limits for adults receiving public assistance were identified as greatly increasing the risk of homelessness for families just getting by on this money.

Maria Isenberg stated that the requirement for a 60-day notice for rent increases of more than 10% will expire in 2006. Extending this requirement was identified as being important.

Kitty Galt stated that as a homeless outreach worker, she is seeing more homeless seniors on the street than she had in the past.
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It was stated that for a 10-Year Strategy to be successful, buy-in was required from elected officials such as council people.

The number of high-end units being built versus affordable units was identified as a problem.  It was stated that there is a shortage of 17,000 affordable units.

The number of college and university students in Pasadena in proportion to its overall population was found to be a major drain on the number of affordable units that are available.

Recommendations were then made. Recommendations for the February 5 meeting are as follows:

· The establishment of a Family Resource Center including counseling & economic resources.  Inherent in this approach would be the integration of mainstream resources.  A “No Wrong Door Approach” and web-based application for benefits should also be recommended.

Extra CDBG points for agencies working together was suggested.  Agencies would be “strongly encouraged to be co-located”.

· Mainstream resource providers will provide a resource pack to all clients.  DPSS has already agreed to do this, Social Security Administration will consider.

· Adoption of a “Pasadena Block-by-Block” program.  Modeled somewhat along the lines of a neighborhood watch program, faith groups or neighborhood associations would take the lead in reaching out to neighbors and making them aware of programs that could prevent those at risk from becoming homeless.

· Inviting colleges & other stakeholders to come to the table to deal with housing issues in the community.

· Examining the possibility of shifting money from homeless programs to homeless prevention, enabling providers to catch  households before they become homeless.

· Establishment of a Homeless Prevention Awareness Week, championed by local faith communities, to get the work out about available programs to those in need, volunteer opportunities.

· Examining an exemption from the state for public entities so that they could rent property below market rate.
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The meeting was closed with an announcement of LAHSA’s Bring LA Home Community Meeting to be held at Jackie Robinson Center on February 19th from 6:30-

8:30 p.m. at Jackie Robinson Center and a reminder about upcoming 10-Year Strategy Meetings to be held the first Thursday of each month.  The next meeting will be held on March 4, 2004.

